
“Michelle Weber, the 2013 and 
2014 scholarship winner has 
demonstrated a sustained 
commitment to youth sports 
in her two years with the 
Athletic Training Program. 
Her service activities have 
included outreach with 
a variety of youth sports 
leagues and her scholarly 
work aims to improve the 
concussion management 
practices of school nurses 
at all levels. Her dedication 
to youth sports safety and 
wellness is apparent in all she 
does and follows the legacy 
created by Dwight Patterson.” 

- Tamara C. Valovich McLeod, 
PhD, ATC, FNATA

Professor & Director, Athletic 
Training Program

John P. Wood, DO, Endowed 
Chair for Sports Medicine 

“I greatly appreciate being 
the recipient of the Dwight 
Patterson Youth Sports 
Scholarship. Higher education 
does come at a price and 
I appreciate the financial 
assistance I have received 
from this award. 
Any contribution to the 
Dwight Patterson Youth 
Sports Scholarship fund 
will be greatly appreciated. 
Donations will help to 
support a student in the 
Athletic Training Program 
allowing them to focus on 
school and not as much on 
the burden of finances. As 
students, we understand 
how important education is, 
especially from this program, 
and I am very thankful for the 
help. “ 

- Michelle Weber, AT ‘14 
2013 & 2014 Dwight 

Patterson Youth Sports 
Scholarship recipient

Athletic Training Program  
at A.T. Still University 

In 1949, businessman Dwight “Pat” Patterson lured 
the Chicago Cubs to Mesa, Ariz., for spring training, 
creating enviable economic prosperity for the city 
and surrounding communities. An avid sports fan, 
Patterson liked youth sports, and he was known as the 
“Father of Cactus League Baseball.” He coached little 
league for ten years, refereed amateur sporting events 
for a quarter of a century, and earned several honors 
including Arizona History Maker, Mesa Sports Hall of 
Fame, and Mesa Citizen of the Year.

The Dwight Patterson Youth Sports Scholarship was established at A.T. Still University 
(ATSU) in 2004 with an initial $10,000 gift from Ann Patterson Cleghorn of Mesa in 
memory of her father, Dwight Patterson. The scholarship provides financial assistance 
to students in ATSU’s Athletic Training program who have demonstrated a commitment 
to youth sports and the well-being of youth athletes through their academic, clinical, 
and service activities. The scholarship is a tribute to a man who left a mark on youth, 
education, and sports in Mesa. We invite you to celebrate Patterson’s legacy.

Support the Dwight Patterson Youth Sports Scholarship

Students like Michelle Weber, AT ‘14, 2014 Dwight Patterson Youth Sports Scholarship 
recipient count on your support. A contribution of any size will help ATSU’s Athletic 
Training program build on the legacy that Dwight Patterson left us. 

Won’t you consider supporting this scholarship? Your contribution will go directly 
toward scholarships for students and may be eligible for a tax deduction. To learn more, 
visit: www.atsu.edu/dwightpatterson

Left to right: Tamara C. Valovich McLeod, PhD, ATC, FNATA, Professor and Director, Athletic Training Program, John P. 
Wood, DO, Endowed Chair for Sports Medicine; Michelle Weber, AT ’14, 2014 Dwight Patterson Youth Sports Scholarship 
recipient; Eric Sauers, PhD, ATC, FNATA, Professor & Chair, Interdisciplinary Health Sciences


